Dactylic Hexameter

__ U U | __ UU | __  UU | __ UU  | __  UU | ___ ___
         ( ___ ___)  ( ___ ___ ) (___  ___)  (___ ___)    

Daedalus | intere|a Cret|en long|umque per|osus
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Dactyl=    __ UU (think of your first finger) 
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Spondee =  ___ ___ (think of your thumb) 
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Hexameter = six feet |    | 
1 long (---) = 2 shorts ( U U)  so in the first 4 feet a spondee can replace a dactyl!
Now to Scan…

Scansion = indicating if a syllable is long or short

Step I: LOOK for elision

           If a word ends in a vowel (or a vowel +m) and the next word   

            begins with a vowel you drop the 1st vowel!

            Atque ita       or  puellam amatam

Try it:  Vivamus mea Lesbia atque amemus.

Step II: A vowel is LONG if…

             1. It is naturally long check the dictionary for  macrons:  Crēte
               2. it is followed by 2 or more consonants: 

                                    amant  or   Creten longum

              3. It is a dipthong  “ae” “au” “ei” “eu”

Step III:   If it is not long than it is short!

Step IV: Work Backwards!  

1. The last syllable is always long, thus the last foot (6th) is   

    always a spondee. (--  --) 

2. The second to last foot is almost* always a dactyl. (-- u u)  

3. Now keep going…

4. Make sure you have 6 feet



Exceptions…

I. Mute Plus Liquid…  Unda tremens



II. X = two consonants

III. Eliding “est” and “es”- when est or es follow a word that ends in a vowel, keep the final vowel of the first word, drop the “e” from es/est.

Cicero est = Cicero st 
Just 1 consonant





Liquid =


Liquid consonant- they roll





R, L, 








Mute= unvoiced plosive consonant





P, T, C 








